
New COMMUNITY TASK FORCE needed to develop a comprehensive 

solution for POVERTY-STRICKEN FAMILIES facing a devastating housing 

crisis 

KEY FINDINGS 

Columbus and Franklin County’s poorest families were negatively impacted by reductions in 

public benefits and assistance and had increasingly fewer sources of ongoing income and 

housing assistance to support them. 

● ● ● 

use of homeless shelters 

by families 

DOUBLED 
between FY2010 and FY2014 

● ● ● 

 

● ● ● 

Franklin County families 

lost 

$72M 
in annual benefits since 2001 

● ● ● 

 



 

While public assistance for emergency housing needs decreased, families and providers 

increasingly turned to the emergency shelter system for assistance. Evidence suggests more 

families did NOT relocate to central Ohio for the sole purpose of accessing the emergency 

shelter system. 

 

 

 

More families experiencing homelessness are working and earning higher incomes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The family emergency shelter system continued to provide shelter accommodation and re-

housing assistance, but was unable to mitigate demand due to limited system resources and 

absence of community resources for prevention. 

 

● ● ● 

families shouldn’t have 

to become 

HOMELESS 
to get help 

● ● ● 

 

● ● ● 

families in shelter earn 

an average of 

$645 
a month 

● ● ● 

 



 

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Community partners (public and private) should convene a six-month inquiry to develop a 

comprehensive solution for poverty stricken families facing a devastating housing crisis.   

a. 

 

b. 

 

c. 

 

 

a.  

b.  

c. 

 

3. Community partners should assure that 

emergency shelter providers, temporary 

and affordable housing groups and other 

organizations that deal with families in a 

housing crisis improve their screening and 

resource allocation so they can triage 

families more successfully, improve 

diversion and focus on those who are truly 

in an emergency.  

a. 

 

4. Community partners should designate or 

form an organizing body (not CSB) that will 

oversee and host ongoing accountability for 

comprehensive, community-wide solutions 

to keep at-risk families in their homes. 


